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The two of them quickly became the comics 
in our group. They regaled us with wildly 
exaggerated impersonations of characters from 
their local neighbourhoods, savouring the knowing 
that in Cambridge they would not be maimed  
for this, as they would be back home. 

Steve and Kevin relied on each other to navigate 
Cambridge, an untried terrain for these two 
working-class boys, Steve from East London  
and Kevin from Basildon in Essex. So that  
at the sherry reception to meet the Mistress  
of the college, Steve nudged Kevin as he told 
her, “Me and my friend we want to…” but too 
late, she corrected him and said “You mean,  
my friend and I.”

In those days, Steve wore a green bomber 
jacket, Doc Martens boots, and a West Ham 
football scarf. This look of urban toughness  
was at once defeated because his grandmother 
had knitted STEPHEN across his scarf, as you 
would for a five-year-old.
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9  Appliquez les stratégies pour comprendre la suite du texte : complétez les deux tableaux.


